Vanessa Brown

“The Day With Respect”


Scene One

TIME

12 Noon. Winter. The Present.

PLACE

Slink-Rite, a grocery store in Slink Florida.

AT RISE

SELENA THE SLINKY is bagging groceries. There are slinkies everywhere.

SELENA

Slink & M’s… Slink Klondike Bar… Slink lettuce… I’m tired. Oh, there’s the boss going into another room. I should get back to work. Oh, nobody wants to play with me. Why don’t I get played with anymore? Everybody else does. Since I don’t get played with anymore, that’s why I’m at Slink-Rite. That’s what I tell myself. Nobody likes me because I’m a 90’s slinky.

(NATE THE CHEETAH pokes his head in, growls, looks right and left, sneaks in. He snatches up one of the slinkies and puts it in his coat. Selena sees.)

SELENA

Stop! Stop! Everybody, everybody! He’s the one who’s kidnapping slinkies! It’s Nate the Cheetah!

(She picks up a banana and throws it at him.)

NATE

Ouch!

SELENA

Stop that right now!

NATE

You? Throw a banana at me?

SELENA

Yeah! I threw a banana at you. What you going to do about it? Why did you snatch my best friend Samantha the Slinky? You know how that makes me feel. It makes me feel emotional and mad.

NATE

Well, I don’t care how that makes you feel. As long as I have that slinky in my paws.

SELENA

Why would you want to eat a slinky?

NATE

I’m not gonna eat her, I don’t know where that slinky came from.

SELENA

How dare you, slinkies are not dirty. Slink-Rite is very nice and so am I, I love my job.

NATE

As a matter of fact, you’re more beautiful, I’ll just take you!

(Drops other slinky, snatches up Selena.)

NATE

My lady, I will take you to my cheetah lair!

SELENA

Stop! Get off of me, get off of me!

(Nate drags her off.)

Scene Two

TIME

Moments later.

PLACE

Nate’s lair. A dark, dank cave with one purple light. Paintings hang everywhere. There is one blank canvas. There are two chairs.

AT RISE

Nate enters, holding Selena. He is wearing a smock. He sits Selena down.

NATE

Please sit down.

(He ties her up.)

SELENA

Why are you tying me up?

NATE

Because I have to show you something.

(He claps and a light comes on.)

SELENA

Wow… Wait! Are you trying to be nice to me?

NATE

Close your eyes. Imagine what pose you want to do.

SELENA

Wait, why?

NATE

My lady, please, just do it!

SELENA

Why?

NATE

I need you to do it because I want to paint a picture of you.

SELENA

What? So you did all this for nothing? You stole my best friend? And then you threw her down and swapped me just so you could paint a picture??

NATE

I’ll tell you who I am. I am a cheetah who paints pictures. What do you want, tell me my lady.

SELENA

I want to be played with. But I can’t be played with because I’m in this stupid cave with you.

(mumbles)

And plus, I think I’m a 90’s toy.

NATE

Well okay, now I’m gonna tell you what I want. I want to be an artist, my lady. Well, and of course, that’s why you are here, my lady.

SELENA

But explain to me, why do you kidnap people all the time?

NATE

(mumbles)

I kidnap people because I’m being mean and scary and people don’t listen to me. And then I just snatch them up because I don’t want to tell people that I’m a painter and I feel as though that’s wrong because I’m a big mean scary cheetah. I’m sorry for snatching you and your friend up. And I’m trying to be a better nice guy. I’m going to release you.

(aside)

I’m lying.

SELENA

Well, okay. I’ll do you a favor if you release me.

NATE

Okay, what would you do for me?

SELENA

I’ll let you paint my picture of me because that’s a nice thing to do. And then you’ll release me, you promise?

NATE

Yes, I promise.

(aside)

No, I don’t promise!

SELENA

(aside, in an angel voice)

Wait, he’s lying!

(in a devil voice)

No, he’s not lying!

(angel)

Sweet dear girl, he is lying, you better not listen to that devil. He is going to get you in a lot of trouble, and your mama ain’t going to like this, girl!

(She tries to stand up, but her slinky limbs are still tied up.)

NATE

Wait, who are you talking to? Dumb girl, sit down!

SELENA

I’m not dumb. You’re the one who snatched me up and tried to paint a picture of me! All for nothing. That’s why I hate you and your cave.

NATE

Why would you say that, now I feel sad. Just sit down! And relax. I’m going to paint a picture of you now.

(aside)

Dumb girl.

SELENA

Well, you stupid little thing, I don’t have to do what you say. I don’t care what you are, a cheetah, whatever. I’m not sitting down.

NATE

Well, I don’t care. I’m still painting a picture, however you like it. I don’t care, now sit down!

(He roars and growls.)

(Selena sits down calmly.)

SELENA

Wait, what are you gonna paint? Oh, never mind, I know what you’re gonna paint.

NATE

What?

SELENA

You’re gonna paint me sitting in a chair tied up to a rope. You’re being rude. Oh, and I’m telling you this now, before you paint me. People used to play with slinkies back in the day and now in the present all my slinky friends and family, they don’t like me and I’m starting to not like you ‘cause for the last time, I’m sitting here with you, and I wish to be with them and wish it was how it always used to be like how me and my sisters would play pranks like I would get in the box and spring when people wind up the toy. I would spring out the box and go “Wheeeeeeeee! Hi, I’m Selena!”

NATE

Well, I don’t care, you’re gonna sit in that chair and let me paint you.

(He turns his head and starts to paint. Selena realizes she has a knife in her pocket, so she starts cutting the rope. She springs springs springs to the exit.)

SELENA

(aside)

I’m planning to spring up out of the cave because I want to get away!

(Nate runs over to Selena and grabs Selena’s spring leg.)

NATE

I was not done!

SELENA

Actually, I’ll get down and tell you something. Sit down! I am a rainbow slinky, with cherries on me. I am not a sculpture that you can just tie up. It doesn’t matter if I’m a 90’s toy, I am a slinky person, and you have to respect that. You need to learn how to behave and be a good man, and don’t act like a bad man.

(Nate drops the paintbrush. Selena slinks away.)

SELENA

Pleeeeeaaaaaase! For meeeeee and for Slink Toooowwwwwwwwnnnnnn!

NATE
(singing)

I’m starting to feel so sad.

Don’t wake me up, don’t wake me up.

I’m asleep, I don’t know what’s happening to me.

What is it? Is it me? I’m not happy.

I feel as though to me.

So just don’t wake me up.

Scene Three
TIME

5:00PM. The Same day.

PLACE

Selena’s house in Slink Town. There is a cupcake mess on the table.

AT RISE

The BUTLER is cleaning the table. Selena slinks in.

SELENA

Hi.

BUTLER

Wait, your mother called. How are you doing?

SELENA

Tell her I said I’m fine. Pops, guess what happened today? This rude stooge cheetah snatched me up and took me with him to this dark cave lair. Now I feel like it’s gonna happen…

BUTLER

Happen again? It’s never gonna happen again, because then I’m gonna have to call your mother.

SELENA

But Pops, you know how big he is!

(There is a knock on the door. The butler opens the door. Nate is there.)

BUTLER

Ah! You’re very big!

SELENA

No! Don’t open the door for him! He’s the cheetah who kidnapped me! His name is Nate!

BUTLER

No, no go away!

SELENA

Please, please, please go away!

NATE

Selena, I’m sorry! The reason I am apologizing is because I felt like that was wrong what I did to you and you were right about that conversation. Can I tell you something?

SELENA

What is it?

NATE

I realize that you were right and I were wrong, I should’ve listened to you about snatching people up and trying to paint them. I should’ve just asked and become a better cheetah.

SELENA

Thank you. I apologize for the banana throwing. You know, we should get together and talk about our feelings.

NATE

Okay. My feelings are better because I apologized to you and I swear that’s not gonna happen again.

SELENA

My feelings are better too because I apologized to you and I swear that’s not gonna happen again.

NATE

What do you wanna do?

SELENA

I want to be played with and I want everyone to like me. I realize now, I don’t get played with anymore because I’m selfish, that’s why probably.

NATE

Well, can I please paint 2,000 pictures of you and with your rainbow and cherry scent? And I want to do this because I feel bad what happened and when you said “I want to be played with.” And you know what 2,000 pictures would do.

SELENA

What? What would they do? Tell me! Tell me now!

NATE

They will make everyone wanna play with you and not realize you’re a 90’s toy.

SELENA

My feelings are definitely better now!

BUTLER

Go ahead. Go with what he’s telling you, and you will become rich and famous.

SELENA

Since I’m not acting like a diva anymore, I will let you paint me and so I can become famous.

NATE

Please sit down, sit down.

(He starts painting.)

BUTLER

(aside)

And they lived two thousand hundred years happily ever after.

END OF PLAY

